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For a server-side web application to work you first need the hardware to enable it then the
various software applications can be implemented to enable the process. The application server is
where the application --program or script-- resides, the web server and internet provide the
pathways –or networks-- for it to travel to and from the client devices and computers. By way of
their browser, a user clicks a link to or enters a URL of a dynamic web page that utilizes the web
applications. This becomes an HTML request sent back to the web server that identifies the
information in the request then forwards it to the appropriate application server/s where scripts for
the application/s reside. The program or script for an application executes and, in some cases, may
request further information and/or files from a database server, a dynamically created, HTML
document is created then sent back through the web server to the user for display in their browser.
Web applications can be many things such as ecommerce mechanisms that can include interactive
catalogs or interactive features to display a combination of graphics, video, music, animations, and
text for countless purposes. The whole process from the user request to the resulting page in their
browser is called a round trip and might be repeated many times during the total user session.
Viewing deployed web pages with your internet browser can be achieved in a few different
ways. If you already have a hyperlink to it, just click it or if you know what you are looking for,
but do not know where it is, enter what you are looking for into a search engine like google.com
or bing.com and find possibilities in the results. As long as the web developer did a good job of
optimizing the page for the search engines and you used appropriate key words, it may not take
very long to find it in the results as it will be more likely to show up near or at the top of the list.
If, on the other hand, you know exactly where to go, you can enter the URL (uniform resource
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locator) into the address bar of your browser. It is no longer necessary to enter the protocol (http://)
as the browser will infer it by default. At the very least, the domain name will need to be entered
and in most cases the “www.” can be omitted. The domain name will be the primary name of the
website and will include a suffix such as .com, .net, or .org. It may be that you can find a link to
the particular page you are seeking there however, if you know the exact location of the particular
web page, you can enter the path preceded and followed by a forward-slash. The path includes the
subdirectories the actual web page document resides in and there may be more than one also
followed by the forward-slash. Multiple subdirectories are like “folders inside of folders.” Finally
there is the document that is the actual web page which consists of the file name with a file
extension name such as .html or .htm. Knowing the complete address can make it easy to go right
where you want to be. Once there, you can also take a look at the html source code used to build
the page by selecting to “View Source,” “View Source Code,” or “View Page Source” from a
menu or by right-clicking (PC) for the same in your browser.
Creating a web page can be done with an application as simple and basic as a text editor by
typing the html (and other) code and saving the file with an html or htm file extension. Some
editors are geared towards doing that in a more efficient manor by providing syntax highlighting
and auto-completion lists. Such text editors are TextWrangler on the Mac and Notepad++ on the
PC. Of course, you will need to learn how to write the code. Another option is using an IDE
(integrated development environment) application such as Adobe Dreamweaver or Microsoft
Expression Web. Of course, knowing the code while using these is definitely a plus. The IDE is
able to integrate all the various components of a web page or website and can come as part of a
suite of applications for that purpose. The suite can contain various applications for creating all
sorts of graphic, interactive, or media displaying elements in your pages. There are also a lot of
“third party” applications designed for specific purposes that can enable a novice to create the
same sorts of things those other applications do. The IDE provides a GUI (graphic user interface)
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similar to a desktop publishing program and can give the option of working with the GUI or with
the code itself. In any case, it can greatly increase your production capabilities. I have the Adobe
Creative Suite though there are only several of the many applications that I actually know how to
use from a career in graphics for printing. My ability to use Dreamweaver is a work in progress.
Having a web page or website on your hard-drive will not do much good unless you have an
internet connection, a web hosting service, a domain to use, and a way to get the website files to
the web server for your domain at the host. The host may provide a file management control panel,
but the ideal method is to use an FTP application. The local directory and the remote directory
are displayed in the FTP application and files can be uploaded, downloaded, replaced, or
deleted. Directory and file naming, and organization of them is essential to managing and
navigating throughout the website. Pages can be created then uploaded immediately to be available
on the web.

